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600 Pei:fi>yl\ anla Avcnuc. SLV 
Wsshingtoi:. DC 205SO 
RE: Energ! Labeling, Project So. R511994 

Dear Mr. 1-I.\ some: 

The U2itcd Stntes Env~:onmental Protection Agencq (EPA) is pieesed lo provide 
comments o:i :i.a>s to improve the current Federal Trade Commission (FTC] product 
labels wi?h respect to \baler-use i~fornation. EPR suppofs the Fcderd Wnter Pollulion 
Conrroi Xcr and the Clean \Vi!ter . \ i t  by ;>iomoting cffcctive and rcspon.tible Lvitter use, 
matment. disposal and manageinen?. One of our msln fociises in the upccxning Fears 
will be to pr~5;lott. efficient Lvarer use through education and product review. 

Our rerc.irch sho\vs that co:lsunle:s ?re interested in environmentiil iniomation 
sbour the prodsets they choose 2nd feel more information is helpful to Iherr! in making 
ihose choices. \Ye have also found that the Energy Guldc is a valued and trusted resource 
for this infonn:!tion. The FTC currently requires nii:nufiici:lrcrs of sho\verhec?cis, toilets, 
faucets e:kl crinzls to displa! \vdter-iise infomation oa the packa~ing, and ~e zgrce that 
this can he i~scful to consumers in nxking product c>c>icss. 

Our first concern is that \vu:c;-use infonnariol: m:t) be hard to find o:i prod~lets 
and packages. .A quick survey in A loc31 rctailer rtveaieci. that on many plum!>ing 
products 11 is obscured e~thcr t l i r~ugi~ extremely sn~nll t q e  fonts or lost smangst other 
information. We even noted sons  cases with n o  werer-use infimnarion a1 all. \Ye 
therefore reio~nmenif three ch:inges to the labeling guidelines for p lunb in~  prodi!cts ~hvt 
~ i ) u l d  better enable consumers to compare product inf'(>nnation: 

I .  Prc)rnincntly placc the information so that i t  is easy :i> Snd. such as on the front of 
the paikagc or product 1abt.i: 

2. Kcq.~ii?c d larfer lninimum 5x1 size. such as 16 po:nr greater: and 
3. Idenrif'y tke range of water use for similar products nvailnhle in rhe iniwket place. 

Secondly. the E n q y  Star pro$!-a:n has revised iis sptciiiiation for ~esidenrisl ilothcs 
wasl~crs. u.hict1 :vill become efiecrive in January 2007. The new spec~fjcation tvi l l  
require Energ) Star ~nachincs :o ha\ e a xater factor of S gallonsicysle!f~' or less. Clothes 
washers i1l.e a m2:jol- residential \raler user and accouili for ctver 20% of indoor \\a!er use. 
, . I herefore \vc rcccmmend includin: rhc water factor on u I-wised Energy Guldc label so 
that C ~ I ~ S U I I I C ~ S  can easily coi:i?are pr.otl:ict watcr-i:se i~;toor.n~atinn. WI: be!ieve ~hui this 
change kas the ?c.tcntial to grcatic enhance EPA's water effic~cncy effu:-ts. 



1 Find::!. EP.A 11: rhe process i,'; de\sioping a i\itcr-cf:'~,i;.-it 7;-oJu;t rr;.irhst 
enha~ccz::::? progxm. Ti12 ji;cl.;i,-.:n i i r s  :o de\cli.;, ?rfa;.r.1~\ni.2 and u ~rer-..s2 1 
sfccif:ci,:ions 'si- 21 r:cmi,e:- of v,irel.-::si3g ;,rodiii.ts. ii:ciud:r~ 211 those CL:TE:?:~~ 1r.bclrdl 
~ l n d c r i h s  FTC.5 z~i;Jei!nes. XVhile \\c lire not co:islder;ng 2 sFcific l;!l.sl at :.:IS timc. 
having uirer-LSC i n f o r n a ~ o : ~  cli;rl! ;r;iil;;b!c on :re p:odi.:: uould ~ : % L I )  aisist our 
ediicat~or. and ouircach efioflc 1 
I 

As o ~ : r  proerml n~oves fonr~rd.  \VC \iould 1:Lc to r r s x c  our effoitr arc :oo:d:nited 
rind ccn~~lener ta i - ) ;  wllere appropi-,;!:?. If you woi?id llhz S~rthcr  x n f o ~ a i ~ o n  07 our 1 

1 water cffxicncy program, p l e s c  co?:ac: Benjainln J. Han7.ri ;it 1-02-564-064s. I 

Sheiin Frace 
Dlrcctor 

1lxi:cipal Support Disision 


